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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

RIGHTS OF WAY SUB COMMITTEE

Report of a meeting of the Rights of Way Sub Committee held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg on Thursday, 29th June 2006.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W May (Mayor)





H Fenney, S B Smith, J Williams, C Norton.

Together with:

R Meredith





N Parry & S Luke (Maesteg Ramblers)





Cllr K S Hunt

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr K Edwards.

Cllrs W May, S B Smith and K S Hunt declared an interest as BCBC Members under Part III.12a.16 of the LGA Code of Conduct.
Cllr Hunt also declared a personal interest in Footpaths 36 and 48, and land involved in Washery reclamation scheme under Part III.11 of the LGA Code of Conduct.
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WORKS COMPLETED
The Clerk reported that Footpaths 38, 42, 40 and 19 had been referred to the Contractor following reports of overgrowth.  

It was decided to Recommend to Council that the action be confirmed, and the relevant invoices paid when the work is completed and checked by a Member of the Council.
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CORRESPONDENCE
1. Agency Agreement

Letter dated 14th June 2006 received from BCBC  regarding the above advising that an increase in the agency agreement funding has been agreed by BCBC due to an additional £50,000 allocation to the Rights of Way budget.  The rate per kilometre has increased to £43, thereby providing Maesteg with a budget for 2006/7 of £2870.25, the 2005/6 allocation was £2217.27.  

The committee noted this information with pleasure.

2. Footpaths 58 & 58a

Letter dated 20th June 2006 from the BCBC Planning Department regarding the above Footpaths which are effected by planning application 06/725 – Foodstore & associated parking – Maesteg RFC.  The Committee were advised that the BCBC Stopping un Order No 4 2005 is unaffected, however with regard to Footpath 58 adjacent to the rugby club grandstand the original footpath will be retained.
Members were also advised by Cllr Hunt that within 2007/8 funding Footpath 58 will also be upgraded providing a new tarmaced cycletrack through the development which will link to that proposed at the Forge Industrial Estate.

3. Campaign for the Protection for Rural Wales

The clerk presented notice of membership subscription renewal for 2006/7 at £20.00.

It was decided to Recommend to Council that the subscriptions be renewed at the stated rate.

Notice was also provided of the AGM details – 1st July 2006 at 2.00pm. at Plas Dolerw in Newtown.  All relative documentation is available for Member’s information upon request.

It was decided to Recommend to Council that this information be noted.

4. Footpath 46b
The Clerk reported receipt of funding information from BAVO.   The committee were advised that BCBC are seeking funding opportunities 
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to improve the surface of this footpath through tourism links by promoting the King Edward Stone, and hope to achieve £20,000.

It was stated that new landowner is very co-operative and interested in rights of way on his land being opened, including 47/47/47a.  

It was therefore agreed to Recommend to Council:

- that a letter be sent to the landowner seeking his official permission to open these paths before submitting the work to the contractor. 
- that the funding information be referred to BCBC who are compiling funding bids.

5. Proposed Community Route Caerau

Information was presented, received from the BCBC Regeneration Officer for Caerau, on the case being proposed for a community route linking Caerau Footpaths 5/6/6a/9/10 to Afan Argoed.
Members were advised that a bid is to be made, in conjunction with the local ramblers to obtain funding for a feasibility study on this issue.  A site meeting has been held with Highway Officers which is looking promising, to raise the level of Footpath 1.  It is hoped that Afan Argoed will be used for mountain bike training for the 2012 Olympic Games, which will promote the Valley tourism and use the rail link bus service from Maesteg to Caerau.  It was also stated that the Glyncorrwg Cycletrack is considered as No 7 in the world.
This information was noted.

6. Definitive Map

The Clerk presented the revised copy of the above received from BCBC.  Members studied the Map which was considered to be of high standard; however it was stated that a request be placed to Bridgend for a copy of the Maesteg area in A3 for easier handling and inspection by the public.  The Definitive Statement is still awaited.
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PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2006

It was reported that maintenance/cutting back work is required on the following footpaths:
1. Footpath 2a is blocked 20-25 ft in from Neath Road signpost

2. Footpath 62 needs clearing from Duffryn – Garage at Spelter site

3. Footpath 64 – Hearts of Oak to river

It was agreed that the above work be referred to the contractor.

Footpath 32 

It was reported that signposts were required at the junction of 32 & 28 at Cwmdu Road, the gate at this junction is also locked as well as the gate at 33.  Members were reminded of the situation at Cwmduganol Farm and the proposed diversion of 32.  Members were advised that a site meeting has been held with BCBC Officers and the Farmer and the matter is being investigated.  
It was stated that a section of the proposed pathway is very wet; however it has been inspected and found to be in a reasonable condition.   Clarification was given should any incident occur on the unofficial diversion, the farmer is responsible as he has diverted the path off the official line. 

Members noted that until the matter of the diversion has been full investigated and completed and the Order made, the Darren Valley is inaccessible.

Footpath 51

Members were advised that work to clear and upgrade Bridleway 51 is planned, costing BCBC £5058 funded from the current years budget.
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Circular Walks

Reference was made to the clearance of circular walks recommended by Mr Meredith to encourage the public to walk the footpaths.  Members were advised that BCBC are in the process of proposing and publicising suggested walks on Rights of Way.  It was decided to Recommend to Council that an invitation be extended to Mr Mason, the BCBC Footpaths Officer, to attend a future meeting to discuss this issue in order that co-operative progress can be made. 
Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council

held on 4th July 2006

………………………..

Mayor

